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MISSION 

STATEMENT 

 

The mission 

of the 

Napoleon 

Community 

Schools, in 

partnership 

with the 

community, 

as a leader in 

education, is 

to strive for 

excellence by 

providing 

students with 

quality, 

equitable and 

diverse 

learning 

experiences, 

preparing 

them to 

become 

responsible 

and 

productive 

members of a 

competitive 

society. 

 

   A Letter from our Superintendent… 

 

The 2021/2022 school year is quickly drawing to a close. As always, I’d 
like to start by thanking our wonderful, caring staff including, teachers, 
administrators, classroom and playground aides, secretaries, maintenance staff, 
bus drivers, and food service workers who strive every day to make Napoleon 
Community Schools the best it can be. Every year I like to take a moment to 
acknowledge how much you are truly appreciated and this year is no exception. 
Thank you, your dedication to our students is exceptional.  
 

 It’s a busy time for our graduating class. Exciting events are in taking place 
and we are extremely grateful to be celebrating with families in person. I encourage 
you to enjoy each and every moment of this momentous time. Napoleon High 
School’s graduation will take place, weather permitting at the NCS Athletic 
Complex on Sunday, June 5th at 2:00 pm. The alternative location will be the NHS 
Gymnasium. Ackerson Lake Community High School graduation will take place 
Friday, June 3rd at 7:00pm in the NHS Cafetorium. 
 

 This is my 19th year as Superintendent of NCS and as you well know 
times are changing. Parents, educators and school administration must continually 
seek out new ways to support our students and staff academically, socially and 
emotionally. Here at NCS, we are excited to be proactively approaching these 
concerns. We have added to our counseling staff, are implementing new academic 
programs and growing our most successful, highly regarded academic and 
extracurricular programs district wide. We will work to keep the community informed 
about these exciting developments through our website at 
www.napoleonschools.org and via social media over the coming months.    
  

 The Administration Office and Board of Education will again be working 
on preparing a balanced budget by June 30th for the upcoming 2022/2023 school 
year. By state law the Board must adopt a budget by June 30th for the following 
school year. As always, we will do our best with the resources we have available to 
provide excellence to our students in the coming year.  
 

We encourage our community members to be active participants in their 
students’ education. Like many districts, NCS will be moving towards primarily 
electronic communications over the coming year. Although the majority of our 
building(s) have already started to pursue this paperless path, you’ll see more 
announcements, forms and many other communications delivered via email 
whenever possible in the coming year. We encourage you to verify the contact 
information listed in your student(s) file at the building level (PowerSchool Info) is 
accurate and up to date.  An effective partnership between parents, pupils and 
school district is key to our students’ success. We appreciate your support.  
 

 We wish you all a great summer,  

  James E. Graham 

Napoleon Community Schools 

Superintendent  

 

 

  

  

 

Vision Statement 
 

The Vision of NCS is to 
create a “Quality Culture” 
devoid of traditional 
barriers of learning that 
will allow our learners to 
develop skills enabling 
them to adapt and succeed 
in a changing society. 

 
The District will: 

 

Be the center of learning 
for all ages. 

 

Utilize a variety of 
methodology to meet the 
needs of the learners. 

 

Provide an environment to 
build character, pride and 
citizenship. 

 

Accept the challenges that 
accompany change. 

NEWS FROM 

NAPOLEON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
PROUDLY CHARTING THE COURSE FOR SUCCESS 

 

 

Spring 2022 



 
 

 
 

Mr. Tom Johns, Co-Principal/Athletic Director  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Mr. Patrick Dillon, Co-Principal 

 

NHS Mission Statement 

We, the staff, parents, community and students of Napoleon High School, are committed to providing an 
environment conductive to learning and meeting the academic and social needs of all students. Through our 
cooperative energies and on-going evaluations, students will demonstrate knowledge of basic skills, develop self-
esteem, and achieve individual excellence in order to attain their goals and become productive citizens. 

 

Student Services Department Welcomes Back Pirate Alumni 
Meet Mrs. Kimberly L. King, SCL, LPC 

~ NHS Counselor ~  
 

 

 
 

 

Hello-  
 

I am so excited to be a part of Napoleon Community Schools, again! In 

1994, I graduated from Napoleon High School. I went on to earn an 

education degree at Central Michigan University and taught high school 

English and Psychology for 10 years. While I was teaching I enrolled in 

Eastern Michigan’s Counseling Masters Program. I graduated in 2006 

with my Masters and moved to Grass Lake Community Schools as the 

high school counselor in 2009. When Napoleon Schools posted recent 

counseling positions I had a strong desire to come back home to help 

support and influence greatness for the students at Napoleon High 

School. 

 

I am married (Sean) and have a six year old son (Bennett). We live on the north side of Wamplers Lake. In the summer, 
we enjoy time on the lake, biking, camping, and being outside. We just brought home a Goldendoodle puppy in March. 
His name is Copper. My son is allergic to many things but he wanted a dog so this was the only breed we considered. It 
has been such a blessing and wonderful addition to our family.  
 

In my spare time, I enjoy time with friends, running, relaxing, binging my favorite shows, and taking tropical vacations. 
Winter months are not my favorite time of year. Although, I love the first snowfall and the glorious feeling of going back to 
sleep on a snow day. In addition, we always take a winter ski trip to embrace the winter months. But if I had it my way, I’d 
spend about an hour on the hills and the rest of the time in the hot tub or warm up hut watching my husband and son tear 
up the slopes.  
 

My favorite food would have to be sushi or thai. However, I love a good salad and burger so never count this girl out on 
fun nights with good food.  
 

I have been working in high schools for some time now and over the years have developed a strange talent. So when it 
comes to homecoming, it is one of my favorite times of the year. Not only is it another reason to dress up and show my 
spirit, but I love to get involved in float building. It is a talent that not everyone has! I can’t wait to share my Pirate pride 
with you all! 

 

 

It’s not too late! Buy your Napoleon High School Yearbook 

STARTING AT $70.00 
 
 
 
There's nothing else like your school yearbook. Get your hands on the 

limited edition collection of our stories from the year. Share it with your 

friends today and hang on to it for years to come! 

ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK HERE 

https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productDetail/1063700/Napoleon-High-School/Yearbook/2021071504172523065/CATALOG_SHOP/YB_BOOKS/001_006_1ST-LINE_22/2021071504172524365/#design/0


 
 

 
 

   
Unlike the past few years, the Student 

Council has been able to celebrate 
end-of-the-year events properly 

this year!  The high school Student 
Council crew has been busy wrapping 

up the 2021-2022 school year with 
some very special events. 

 

 
CLICK THE ABOVE PHOTO  

TO ACCESS MORE PICNIC PICS 
 

Lastly, for the first time since our 
current seniors were freshmen, we 
were able to hold our annual school 
picnic!  On May 16th, the entire high 

school came together for an 
afternoon of fun.  The students 
celebrated another successful 

school year with lots of games, food, 
and fun outside.  While they will miss 
seeing many teachers and friends, 
the Student Council is ready for the 

summer of 2022! 

 

From May 2nd - May 6th, the students 
honored teachers with notes of gratitude 
for Teacher Appreciation Week.  They 
spent time each day during E2 
thoughtfully writing thank you notes and 
delivering goodies to the BEST high 
school teachers around! 
 
On May 10th, they gathered with the 
Student Council members from Eby and 
the middle school to enjoy a day of 
learning, laughing, and baseball!  A total 
of 60 Student Council members traveled 
to Lansing to watch a Lugnuts game on a 
beautiful spring day.  Throughout the day, 
the high school students were 
encouraged to speak with younger 
members about the responsibilities and 
activities that will come when they get into 
high school.  The future sure looks bright 
for our Napoleon Student Council! 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10EAQbwVYpUEOTjiDLRpCKlz_iP1GI94k?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10EAQbwVYpUEOTjiDLRpCKlz_iP1GI94k?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10EAQbwVYpUEOTjiDLRpCKlz_iP1GI94k?usp=sharing


 
 

 
 

  

 
  

A note from the NCS Food Service Director, Andrea 
Haskell to NHS Families 

 
It’s been a great year Pirates! We’re so grateful to have 
been able to serve students in person and see their 
smiling faces. As we look forward to the upcoming 
2022/2023 school year there are still some things we are 
working on BUT here is what we know for sure:  

 

The free meal waivers will expire on June 30th 
High school student meals will NOT  

be FREE next school year 
The meal cost is yet to be determined.  

PLEASE complete a Free & Reduced Application if 
you have a High school student 

 OR a student entering high school.  
Applications will be available online July 1st or paper 

Applications in school offices. 
PLEASE NOTE your high school student will need to 

pay for lunches starting in August or have an 
approved Free & reduced application on file. 

**see the other FOOD SERVICE updates for district 
wide announcements** 

 

 

Incoming 9th graders/parents Orientation will be 

held in the high school CAFETERIA on 

Tuesday, August 16th at 6:30 p.m.  We are planning 

to have mini-tours/schedule walkthroughs, locker 

assignments, student panels, parent panels, and Q & 

A sessions.  Hope you will be able to join us for this 

fun and informative event! 

   

Available at NHS 
for the 2022/2023 

School Year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please feel free to contact NHS Counselor  

Kim King at kim.king@napoleonschools.org or 

at (517) 905 5791 with any questions. 

 

Check out the JCEC website at 
https://www.jcisd.org/JCEC or 
find our more information on 

our website here ↓↓↓ 

https://napoleonschools.org/news/jackson-

county-early-college-information/ 

 

 

 

 On May 26th , their last day of classes, NHS Seniors were 
provided a special lunch prepared by Booher’s Fresh 
Market, owned & operated by former NHS teacher Craig 
Booher and his family. Sponsored by the NHS Counseling 
Dept. and the College & Career Access Center lunch was 
set up and shared with smiling Seniors, some shown with 
Ms. Hollow in the picture above.  

mailto:kim.king@napoleonschools.org
https://napoleonschools.org/news/jackson-county-early-college-information/
https://napoleonschools.org/news/jackson-county-early-college-information/


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Valedictorian 

Name: Olivia Jean Darnell 
GPA: 4.022 
 
Parents: Erin & Martin Darnell 

Plans after graduation:  
Will attend Indiana Wesleyan University 
to  
pursue a bachelor degree in Occupational 
Therapy. 
 
Most influential person in your life: 
My brother, he has always supported me 
through all of my endeavors and has 
always been a great example and I have 
always looked up to him. 
Most Memorable Moment at NHS: 
My most memorable moment is leading 

the band at festival and circling up for the 

very last time.  

 

 

Valedictorian 

Name: Seth Kevin Kane 
GPA: 4.022 
 

Parents: Ishina & Sean Kane 

Plans after graduation:  
Attend Grand Valley State University 

for Music Education and Advanced 

Mathematics. 

 
Most influential person in your life: 
Everyone, I try to learn as much as I 

can from everyone in my life. 

 
Most Memorable Moment at NHS: 
The unfortunate (yet amazing) 
circumstances of Robofest Worlds. 

Salutatorian  
Name: Alexa Sharon Brzyski   
GPA: 4.021 
 
Parents: Curtis & Cyndi Brzyski 

Plans after graduation:  
To attend MSU and pursue a degree in 

environmental engineering. 

 
Most influential person in your life:  

My sister, Kate Hankins.   

She is incredibly hardworking and an 

amazing mom to four kids.  She made 

my childhood special and it greatly 

influenced who I am today. 

 

Most Memorable Moment at NHS: 
Qualifying for Bowling States 

 

 

 
Name: Katelyn JoAnn Smilowski 
GPA: 4.014 
 

Parents: Jeramie & Andrea 
Smilowski 
 

Plans after graduation:  
To attend Grand Valley State 
University to obtain a bachelor’s 
degree in education; then go back 
for my master’s in education or 
speech pathology. 
Most influential person in your life: 
My parents, Jeramie & Andrea 
Smilowski.  My dad has taught me 
the values of hard work, 
accountability and honesty.  My 
mom instilled in me integrity, 
kindness and patience.  Because of 
them, I am the person I am today.  
Everything I have accomplished in 
life has been possible because of 
their love and support. 
Most Memorable Moment at NHS: 

Homecoming:  The pep assembly, 
dances, game and school spirit. 

 
Name: Faythe Ashlin Miller 
GPA: 4.007 
 
Parents: Laurie & Shawn Miller 
 
Plans after graduation:  
Attending Eastern Michigan University 

to study pre-pharmacy 

Most influential person in your life: 
My mom because she has overcome 
many life struggles and never gives up.  
She currently works full time and takes 
college classes while continuing to be a 
great mother. 

Most Memorable Moment at NHS: 
Mr. Booher serving us dinner at AP 
study parties 

 
Name Naya Marie Passow 
GPA: 4.007  
 
 
Plans after graduation:  
To attend Eastern Michigan 
University to study elementary 
education. 
 

Most influential person in your life: 
Keith Williams, he has been there 
for me when no one else could be. 
 

Most Memorable Moment at NHS: 
When Dominic Otto talked big game 
about how he would beat me at 
chess and I ended him in 3 moves. 

 

 

  

  



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 
Name: Kaylee Ann Smith 
GPA: 3.992  
 
 
Parents: Cameron Smith & Chandra Smith  
 
 
Plans after graduation:  
Attend Michigan State University for 
veterinary medicine 
 
 
 

Most influential person in your life: 
My grandma, no matter what she goes 
through she keeps fighting. 
 
 

Most Memorable Moment at NHS: 
Band camp during sophomore year 

 
Name: Savannah Noelle Jones  
GPA: 3.986 
 

Parents: Brandi & Daniel Gooder-
Smith  &  James Jones 
 

Plans after graduation:  
To attend Grand Valley State 
University in the fall to study business 
and allied health in hopes to land a 
career in the health field dealing with 
business. 

Most influential person in your life: 
My twin sister Allison Jones.  Allison 
has been by my side since day “1”.  
She has helped me through the hard 
times and has pushed me to be a 
better and smarter human being.  
Allison will always be that one person 
I can count on and I would never ask 
for a better sister. 
 

Most Memorable Moment at NHS: 
Winning the lip sync battle, 
sophomore year, with my friends. 

 
Name: Jordan Elizabeth Gretzner 
GPA: 3.985 
 
Parents: Bonnie & Dan Gretzner 
 
Plans after graduation:  
Plans to attend Eastern Michigan 
University and pursue a career in 
either communication or education, 
as well as study abroad. 

 

Most influential person in your life: 
My mom, she always inspires me to 
do my best and be the best person I 
can be. 
 

Most Memorable Moment at NHS: 
Winning homecoming queen and 
spending time with my friends. 

 
Name: Allison Grayce Jones 
GPA: 3.979 
 
Parents: Brandi & Daniel Gooder-Smith  
&  James Jones 
 
Plans after graduation:  
Plans to attend Grand Valley State 
University to major in nursing in hopes 
to pursue a career as a travel nurse. 
 
 

Most influential person in your life: 
My twin sister Savannah Jones.  
Through thick and thin she has always 
been my rock.  She has pushed me and 
helped me become the person I am 
today.  I wouldn’t ask for anyone else to 
be my sister. 

Most Memorable Moment at NHS: 
Homecoming pep rallies & games, 
especially the blanket race during our 
last homecoming. 

 

  

 
 

Take the helm and chart your own course Pirates. 
You have the makings of greatness within you!  



 
 

 
 

    

 NAPOLEON MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

  Mr. Chris Adams, Principal 
 

AIMS "Active in Middle School" 

 Parent Group 

Please consider being a part of our AIMS 

groups which is the fundraising group for 

the middle school.  The AIMS group helps 

to support building field trips, special 

projects to support middle school 

organizations, purchase of library books, 

run the concession stand for home athletic 

events, and activity nights for middle school 

students.  For more information contact 

napoleonaims@gmail.com 
 

As we close out the school year I want to share with you the tribulations and triumphs of 
middle school.  Middle school is a very challenging time in a young person’s life for 
many reasons.  Social, emotional, physical and academic changes are very prominent in 
our students’ lives. The two years of pandemic induced interruptions to “normal” life 
activities has had a profound effect on students and staff alike.   
 

A major issue that schools across the country are facing is the sharp increase of mental 
health concerns.   We have seen a sharp increase in cases of anxiety and 
depression.  Our district has worked to address those needs by adding school social 
workers to cover all of our buildings for the health of our students.  In the coming months 
more programming will be available to your students to assist them in developing coping 
strategies and skills to allow them to be successful throughout their academic journey. 
 

We are slowly returning to a familiar routine throughout the school year.  This year was 
a much more typical year for our staff and students.  Students were able to enjoy 
activities uninterrupted throughout the year.   
A couple of things to consider over the summer for future success:  Try to provide an 
adequate screen time/real life balance over the summer and make every attempt to 
allow your student to explore new experiences as opportunities return to pre-pandemic 
levels. 
 

Have a great summer! 
 

Chris Adams 

Principal 
 

 

SCHOOL’S OUT! 

Wednesday, June 10th is the last day of 

school and is a half day. Students will enjoy 

breakfast and grade level awards before an 

all school assembly. The assembly will begin 

at 9:55 a.m. in the gymnasium and parents 

are invited to attend. We wish all of our 

Pirates a safe and fun filled summer! 

mailto:napoleonaims@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

6
TH

 GRADE &  

NEW STUDENT 

ORIENTATION 
 

You and your child are invited to  
attend an orientation meeting on  

Wednesday, August 17, 2022 
at 6:30 p.m. in the  

Middle School Cafeteria. 
 

We look forward to supporting your child 
academically, socially and emotionally 

during their Middle School years. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
     
 
                 

 
Students in the Middle School have the 
opportunity to celebrate success through our Pirate 
Pride celebrations. This year’s students went to the 
All Skate in October.  In December we enjoyed 
watching the movie ”Elf”. In March, our students 
attended a Kalamazoo Wings Hockey game in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan.   Our students qualify for 
these celebrations through appropriate behavior 
and academic achievement. - In May we will be 
taking all of our students to Lansing for a Lugnuts 
baseball game. 

 

NAPOLEON MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

SPORTS PHYSICALS 

If your child will be participating in a school sponsored 
sport (ie. football, basketball, cross country, wrestling, 

volleyball or track), they MUST  have a sports physical to 
participate.  

 

Athletes MUST have a physical after April 15, 2022 to be 
eligible to play sports for the 2022-23 school year.  

 

Physical forms are available in the office or can be 
downloaded from the school webpage 

www.napoleonschools.org. Select departments from the 
home page and then Middle School Athletics.  

 

 

Physicals must be turned in by the FIRSTday of  
practice at the beginning of the sports season.  

If you have questions,  
please call 517-905-5703.   

 

Available in Napoleon High School Gym  
for $20 on June 2nd, 4-6 p.m. 

 

On Thursday April 28th, 
77 eighth grade students had the 
opportunity to job shadow for the 
day. Students visited various fields 
of employment such as medical, 
education, real estate, 
manufacturing, retail and others. 
Thank you to the employers for 
allowing the students to experience 
the world of work for a day. 

 

 



 
 

 
 

EZRA EBY ELEMENTARY 
Mr. Michel McGonegal, Principal 

   

  

 

“K for a Day” 

We are pleased that over 60 new kindergartners & 

their parent(s) attended our “K for a Day” program on 

April 27th.  This was a great experience for our 

incoming Young 5’s and K’s to take a bus ride and 

experience the school setting and routines at Ezra 

Eby Elementary. If you have a Little Pirate at home 

that you haven’t enrolled yet you may start the 

enrollment process online by visiting the NCS 

website at www.napoleonschools.org and clicking 

the online enrollment button to get started.  

 

 

Eby students will have Field Day at the  

Athletic Field on Friday, June 3rd.   

students grades K-2 from 

8:45 am- 11:20 am; Students grade 3-5  

will have Field Day on the same day  

from 11:45 am – 3:15 pm. 
 

All students will be eating lunch at  

Ezra Eby Elementary. 
 

WEATHER REMINDERS: 

Cool weather – wear pants & send a coat  

to keep your child warm 

Warm weather- apply & send sunscreen  

to avoid serious sunburns 

 

 

 

There will be a limited number of extra 21/22 
Yearbooks in the Ezra Eby Office for sale on a first-

come, first-serve basis!  They are $13.00 each.   
Grab yours before they are gone! 

 
Our 5th Grade Farewell ceremony will be  

held on Tuesday, June 7th at 2:00 p.m 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER PROGRAM INFORMATION 
 

“Aargh You Going to Read This Summer Pirates?” 

 

Ezra Eby Elementary Library and Computer Lab will be open to all incoming 
kindergarten Pirates and current K-5 Pirates this summer.  Eby staff will take 

turns attending Wednesdays.  Students are encouraged to read aloud to a 
teacher; check-out a new book; and play an educational game on the 

computer. 

 
 

The Library will be open from 9:00am-12:00pm  
on the following dates: 

 

June15th/22nd/29th 
August 10th/17th 

 

We hope to see you there!!  

 

http://www.napoleonschools.org/


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Important information for parents or guardians of student’s 

eligible for Free and Reduced Lunch each building is posted 

below. You will also find this information linked by building 

below and on the district website. 

What is the Pandemic-EBT Program? 

The Pandemic-EBT (P-EBT) Program provides food benefits to families with children who were not able to get 
free or reduced-price school meals due to COVID.  You may hear about this benefit from other schools or in the 
media. 

Who is eligible? 

Being eligible for this program will depend on what school your student attends.  Eligibility for the Pandemic-
EBT (P-EBT) Program can be different between schools within the same district. 

What makes a school eligible for P-EBT? 

A school building is eligible only if the building has had 5 school days in a row of reduced in-person hours due to 
COVID (closures due to staffing shortages do not count for P-EBT benefits). 

What could make my child eligible for P-EBT? 

1) If the school they attend is eligible for P-EBT and 

2) If your student has applied and been approved for free/reduced lunch and 

3) Did not receive instruction in-person for some or all the month due to COVID-19 related absence 

There may be months when your student’s attendance was different from what the school reported.  In that case, 
you may be able to have your student’s benefit level reconsidered. Click your student’s building below to read 
which month(s) your school reported primarily in-person. This is also posted in the buildings for your reference. 
Your student(s) may be P-EBT eligible if your student did not receive instruction in-person for some or all 
of the month(s) listed on their building list due to COVID-19 related absences.  

For more information, visit WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/PEBT or call 1-833-905-0028. 

Ackerson Lake Community Education P-EBT Exception Announcement letter 

Ezra Eby Elementary P-EBT Exception Announcement letter 

Napoleon Middle School P-EBT Exception Announcement letter 

Napoleon High School P-EBT Exception Announcement letter 

P-EBT RECONSIDERATION FORM 

                                                                 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Brandy.Ashe/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/PEBT
https://napoleonschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Ackerson-Lake-Community-Education-PEBT-upd-5.26.22.pdf
https://napoleonschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Ezra-Eby-Elementary-School-PEBT-upd-5.26.pdf
https://napoleonschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Napoleon-Middle-School-PEBT-upd-5.26.pdf
https://napoleonschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Napoleon-High-School-PEBT-upd-5.26.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Folder4/Folder36/Folder3/Folder136/Folder2/Folder236/Folder1/Folder336/MDHHS-5925.dotx?rev=ba122bd523ca410b9530e8471bb6c4a9&hash=2DD79823DBF92AEF5917033082B110B2
https://napoleonschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/MDHHS-logo.jpg
https://napoleonschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/MDE-logo.jpg


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 
 
  

 

Ackerson Lake High School Information 
 

From the desk of Mr. Kanaan, Principal 

  

We are beginning to wrap up another successful school year here at Ackerson Lake Alternative High 

School where we continue to keep students our number one priority. Our focus is always on what is 

best for each individual student as we help guide them on their journey towards achieving their post-

secondary goals whether that be employment, entrepreneurship, military, college or trade school. We 

take pride in the many opportunities we offer our students through career and educational experiences, 

bringing speakers into the building, dual enrollment, Career Center, cooking classes, Work Based 

Learning, greenhouse and gardening projects, and many more. We are excited to announce our new 

partnership with Ferris State University to start our new ESports/broadcasting program. This will be 

another opportunity for students to utilize their interests and passions to earn a scholarship and money 

while doing what they love.     

 

The staff and I would like to wish all our graduating seniors the best of luck as they embark on this 

next chapter of challenges, memories, and stories of success. We can't thank you enough for being 

leaders in the building and helping to make Ackerson the successful program it has become. Some of 

you have only been with us for a short while and some of you it seems like forever but regardless of 

the amount of time you were with us, you will always be one of us and we will be here for you.  

 

I would like to acknowledge the staff at Ackerson Lake for their hard work, dedication, and 

commitment to the success of our students. Our staff serves as a support system to our students and 

families where they go above and beyond to make themselves available after school hours, on the 

weekends and over holidays while providing virtual as well as in person learning. This staff has 

allowed us to successfully grow and expand our program enrollment to over 100 students. I would 

also like to thank all of our students and families for their continued trust and support in us. 

Communication is key so please reach out and let us know how we can best support you and your 

students as we move into next year.  

 

Last but not least, thank you to our school board, community, and all the educators who have impacted 

these students over the years. Oftentimes we can get caught up in this race we call life and we forget 

to slow down, reflect, and learn from every person around us. These are the things that help shape who 

we are and who we want to be. Here at Ackerson, this staff, as well as our students, continue to grow 

and amaze me with the things I learn from them. 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 MORE ACKERSON NEWS…. 

Over the past two years we have said hello to some new faces as well as see you later to some 

familiar faces. I would like to introduce you to our new social worker Sam Wright...... 

 
 
 

   

 

 

 

We will also say a bittersweet farewell to long standing Jackson County 
educator and Ackerson Lake Science teacher Mr. James Bartel. I have 
had the pleasure of working with Mr. Bartel for over 7 years and I couldn't 
ask for a better person to work with. Mr. Bartel is loved and adored by 
all who know him. Jim and his wife Judy were even voted Homecoming 
King and Queen one year by all the students. He is full of humor and 
whit with a laugh that is infectious. He is the first one to work, last one to 
leave, and comes in every weekend to call and email students. He rarely 
ever missed a day of work and oftentimes went out of his way to pick up 
and drop off out of district students to ensure they would make it to 
school and graduate. His loyalty and dedication to our students is 
second to none and he will always be welcome back to fill in as a sub or 
to do some fun science experiments and labs with the students. On 
behalf of the staff, students and families at Ackerson Lake, 
congratulations and good luck!  
 

 

My name is Sam Wright. I am the mama of two beautiful babies 

and four dogs. I am a runner and a lover of all things Disney, 

Harry Potter, and Star Wars. I have Bachelor’s Degrees in 

Criminal Justice and Sociology and a Master’s Degree in Social 

Work from Western Michigan University. I have spent the last 

seven years in child welfare before landing here at Napoleon 

Schools. I look forward to building relationships with our 

students and offering them social emotional support. Being a 

part of this community is a very exciting change for me and I 

am so happy to be here. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Throughout the year, group activities are scheduled 
for students and staff. Pictured top see the staff and 

students during the building holiday party. To the right 
are stockings prepared for students. Pictured left are 

several students working in a hands on art class. 
Although our program is online we host in person 

learning for students that choose to attend. 

https://www.google.com/
https://www.google.com/


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ackerson Prom May 2022 a GREAT time was had by all… 

 

 

21-22 Construction Career Days at  
EMU Convocational Center   

 

21-22 Operating 
Engineers 

324 Careers in 
Construction Day 

  

 

 

21-22 Career Field Trip   ↑ 
To Martinrea  

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1WPPv1yaCGYWocGnnQ6gl8cZmNZ6dj4UG?usp=sharing


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pirate Athletic News 

 

Cascade Conference 
Senior Scholar Athletes: 

 

Bailey Vickery 

Caleb Breining 

Emily Smilowski 
Hartley Marvin 

Javen Tumey-Patterson 

Katelyn Smilowski 
Kaylee Smith 

Kelsea Bradley 

Logan Lockwood 

Olivia Darnell 
Abigail Witter 

Samantha Smith 
 

 

BOYS BOWLING 
5th Place Conference 

All State:  Dustin Moeckel 
Team State Qualifier 

Individual State Qualifier:  Dustin 
Moeckel 

MVP: Dustin Moeckel 
MIP: Reichen Clark 

Coaches Award: Logan Schneider 
 

GIRLS BOWLING 
2nd Place Conference 

State Qualifier:  Alexa Brzyski 
MVP: Alexa Brzyski 

MIP: Georgia Barrus 
Coaches Award: Samantha Burgess 

 

 GIRLS BASKETBALL 
5th Place Conference 

MVP:  Momo Hampton & Kelsea 
Bradley 

MIP: Karson Fairbanks 
Coaches Award:  Olivia Smith 

 

BOYS BASKETBALL 
2nd Place Conference 

MVP: Javen Tumey-Patterson 
Defensive Player of Year: Trent Jester 

MIP: DeVonta Habern 
Coaches Award: Hartley Marvin 

 

COMPETITIVE CHEERLEADING 
Conference Champions 

7th Place Districts 
MVP: Olivia Hunt 

MIP: Alexis Kermans 
Coaches Award:  Jaelynn Ackley-Todd 

 

WRESTLING 
District Champions 

Conference Champions 
2nd in State:  Nick Marienfeld 

4th in State:  Brady Brooks 
8th in State:  Antonio Bocanegra 

State Qualifier: Antonio Bocanegra 
State Qualifier: Brady Brooks 

State Qualifier: Deegan Herman 
State Qualifier: Bart Laretz 

State Qualifier: Nick Marienfeld 
State Qualifier: Mason Roth 
State Qualifier: Brenden Yob 

MVP: Nick Marienfeld 
MIP: Shaun King 

Coaches Award: Ian Albert 

 
 

ALL CONFERENCE 
Albert, Ian 

Bocanegra, Antonio 
Brooks, Brady 
Brzyski, Alexa 

Callahan, Hunter 
Clark, Jailyn 

Herman, Deegan 
Hunt, Olivia 

Johnson, Zachary 
Marienfeld, Nick 
Moeckel, Dustin 
Nugent, Aiden 
Roth, Mason 

Tumey-Patterson, Javen 
 

 
HONORABLE MENTION ALL 

CONFERENCE 
 

Bocanegra, Aiden 
Bradley, Grant 
Bradley, Kelsea 

Fairbanks, Karson 
Gallagher, Sydney 
Hampton, Momo 

Jester, Trent 
Kermans, Alexis 

King, Shaun 
Schneider, Logan 

Smith, Dallas 
Yob, Brenden 

 
ACADEMIC ALL CONFERENCE 

 
Albert, Ian 

Bradley, Kelsea 
Brzyski, Alexa 

Callahan, Hunter  
Herman, Deegan 

Kane, Seth 
Marienfeld, Nick 
Marvin, Hartley 

Nordan, Eric 
Reason, Kyler 

Smilowski, Emily 
Smith, Kaylee 
Smith, Olivia 

Tumey-Patterson, Javen 
Vickery, Bailey 

Winter wrap-up 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pirate Athletic News 

continued… 
 

Spring Update: 
GIRLS ALL-REGION HONORS 

 

Erin Maloney- 100 Hurdles 

Kelsey Bradley- 100 Hurdles 

Keegan Schoendorf- 4x200m 

Maggie VanWagnen- 4x100m* 

Lauren McLain- 4x800m 

Emme VanPoppel- Shot Put 

Katelyn Landa- Discus 

Olivia Hunt- Discus 

Gracie Tallman- 4x400m, 4x800m 

Emily Smilowski- 4x200m, 4x400m 

Alexis Kermans- Long Jump, 4x100m* 

Ann Joseph- 4x800m, 800m, 4x400m 

Madelyn Norman- 4x800m, 1600m, 4x400m 

Alexa Burgess- Long Jump, 4x200m, 4x100m* 

Alyssa Budd- 4x200m, Long Jump*, 4x100m* 
  

 
 

 
 

BOYS ALL-REGION HONORS 
 
Carson Godfrey- 100m 
Kyler Pequet- 4x800m 
Josh Darling- 4x800m 
Trevor Weaver-4x800m 
Matt Smith-4x800m 
Max Gamez- Discus 
Cooper Wyers- 4x200m 
Devonta Habern- High Jump, Long Jump* 
Nick Marienfeld- 4x200, Pole Vault 
Haden McLain- 200m, 4x200m 
Holden VanPoppel- 110 Hurdles*, 300 
Hurdles*, Long Jump, 4x200m 
  

*state meet qualifiers 

 

Hockey Co-Op: 

In addition to dual-sports being an option for our students, next year 
2022-2023 High School athletes will have the opportunity to participate 

in Varsity Hockey through a Co-Op with Northwest and “Jackson 
United”.  More information will follow as we enter next school year.  
Anyone interested in competing in Hockey should reach out to Mr. 

Johns.  tom.johns@napoleonschools.org 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baseball 

Varsity Baseball won the Cascades Conference Tournament, beating Manchester, Grass 
Lake, and then Michigan Center in the tournament championship 3-2. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Track Teams 

Boys finished 1st; and are Cascades Conference Champs 

Girls finished tied for 1st; and are Co-Cascades Conference Champs 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we come to a close of the 2021/2022 school year NCS Food 

Service Director, Andrea Haskell would like to publicly thank all 

the food service staff for their continued efforts to feed 

children during the pandemic & as they to continue to do so. 

This year was particularly difficult with food & supply shortages, 

but we continued to feed our Pirates the best possible meals. 

THANK YOU! 
 

SendMoneyToSchool.com 
Being Retired on June 1st 

 

The last day for SendMoneyToSchool.com 

will be May 31, 2022. Thereafter, Meal 

Magic Family Portal will be the place where 

parents can make deposits, transfer funds, 

check balances, view purchases histories, 

order meals, and perform other account-

related activities.  

More information on the Family Portal will 

be released when it’s available. 

 

 
Here is what we know for sure about 
2022/2023: 

 The free meal waivers will expire on 
June 30th 

 High school student meals will NOT 
be FREE PLEASE Note your high 
school student will need to pay for 
lunches starting in August or have 
an approved Free & reduced 
application on file. 

 The meal cost is yet to be 
determined. 

 PLEASE complete a Free & reduced 
Application if you have a High school 
student OR incoming freshman 
*Applications will be online available         
July 1st or paper Applications in 
school offices. 

 Students that attend any other than 
the High school will be asked to 
complete a family information survey 
as they will be free of charge for 
breakfast & lunch due to the 
Community Eligibility options. 

  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PIRATE’S COVE CHILDCARE & PRESCHOOL 
 

Conveniently located on the south end of 
NCS’s Ezra Eby Elementary Building. 

 

Our childcare and preschool programs offer a wide range of services to meet your family’s 

needs. We are a state licensed facility that provides childcare and preschool and before and 

after school care. 
  

Pirate’s Cove offers childcare for children ages 3-12 years of age and is open year round. During 

the summer, we offer many opportunities for the children. Children enrolled in the latchkey 

program participate in field trips throughout the summer months. We provide onsite 

opportunities for the younger aged children as well. 
  

We offer a half day tuition based preschool for 4 year olds. We also offer a half day GSRP program 

for 4 year olds, who qualify. This is state funded and FREE to those who meet the requirements. 

Our 2022-2023 preschool enrollment has started for all preschool classes, call now for more 

information about our childcare or preschool. There is a $30.00 non-refundable registration at 

the time of sign up. Pirate’s Cove 517-905-5701. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Napoleon Athletic Boosters 

9th Annual  

Pirate Booty Dash 5k 

Run/ Walk/ FunRun 
 

Saturday, June 18th 

 

T-shirts to those registered by June 12, 2022. 

Can’t run in person? You can complete 

the VIRTUAL Pirate Booty Dash 

See more info here on  
 

RUNSIGNUP.COM 
 

OR  

 

SIGN UP ONLINE HERE  

 

 

https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Napoleon/PirateBootyDash?fbclid=IwAR2qd5n6eSnMG3SLEfAkfxoS8dKdRynsvt9i0-dnehxZ04b0MoFGEm15ZTk
https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Napoleon/PirateBootyDash


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Multi-Destination forms must be completed and returned to the Transportation Office every year. Please keep in mind 
that these forms are not valid from previous the school year. It may take up to 7 days after receipt of this information 
to process and place students safely. Please get this done early if possible. 
 
Do you have a plan already in place for the start of the school year? The start of the year is busy for everyone.  
YOU MAY SUBMIT THIS MULTI-DESTINATION FORM TO DISPATCH@NAPOLEONSCHOOLS.ORG ANYTIME  
AFTER JULY 1ST, 2022 FOR THE UPCOMING 2022/2023 SCHOOL YEAR. You may also request the form be sent to you 
via email by contacting the Transportation Department at dispatch@napoleonschools.org. We will be happy to send 
you a copy and get you started! 
 
Please make sure to include anyone responsible for getting your student on and off the bus and their contact phone 
number(s), as well as what days of the week your student will be going to/from the stops listed when completing the 
Multi-Destination Form. Have a great summer Pirates!!!    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

      

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

            

             

 

 

 

            

 
REMAINING SCHEDULED  

BOARD MEETINGS 
    2021/ 2022 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

June 13th, 2022 
 

June 27th, 2022 
  

Have a safe &  

Happy summer Pirates! 
 

  
 

    

 

 

PLANNING FOR THE 

UPCOMING 2022/2023 SCHOOL YEAR 

NAPOLEON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION  

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS  

 

Jason Breining 
President 

Jason.breining@napoleonschools.org 

Heather Swaenepoel 
Vice President 

Heather.swaenepoel2@napoleonschools
.org 

James Callahan 
Secretary 

James.callahan@napoleonschools.org 

Homer Davis 
Treasurer 

Homer.davis@napoleonschools.org 

Jessica Holbrook 
Trustee 

Jessica.holbrook2@napoleonschools.org 

Jeff McLain 
Trustee 

Jeff.mclain@napoleonschools.org 

Thomas Wilson 
Trustee 

Thomas.wilson@napoleonschools.org 

 

 

https://napoleonschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Multi-Destinatin-Rev..pdf
mailto:Jason.breining@napoleonschools.org
mailto:Heather.swaenepoel2@napoleonschools.org
mailto:Heather.swaenepoel2@napoleonschools.org
mailto:James.callahan@napoleonschools.org
mailto:Homer.davis@napoleonschools.org
mailto:Jessica.holbrook2@napoleonschools.org
mailto:Jeff.mclain@napoleonschools.org
mailto:Thomas.wilson@napoleonschools.org

