NEWS FROM
NAPOLEON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
PROUDLY CHARTING THE COURSE FOR SUCCESS

February 2015

essenger

MALetterfromour Superintendent é

MISSION
STATEMENT

The mission
of the
Napoleon
Community
Schools, in
partnership
with the
community,
as a leader in
educatio n, is
to strive for
excellence by
providing
students with
quality,
equitable and
diverse
learning
experiences,
preparing
them to
become
responsible
and
productive
members of a
competitive
society.

As Superintendent of Napoleon Community Schools I
would |Iike to thank all of you for
you are all having a great start to your new year.

We have some very exciting news to celebrate with our
community. We are proud to say that News and Analysis from The
Center for Michigan, Bridgemi.com has recognized Napoleon
Community Schools as an O0Academic
excellence in 2014. To determine Academic State Champion
winners and rankings for all districts and schools, a value added
system is used which measures test scores adjusted for student
socioeconomic status, which is often a prediction of academic
achievement. Essentiall y, Bri dgeds Academic
recognized for over-achievement, rather than pure achievement.
We as a district are so proud to have received this Academic State
Championship ranking in our region.

Also, the High School renovation project is 98% complete.
Again, we would |Iike to say o0Thank
in NCS and for helping us to make this much needed renovation a
dream come true.

Each year Jackson County school districts work to have
similar calendars in order to provide opportunities for all
students to succeed and for interested high school students to
have a chance to attend the Jackson Area Career Center. This year
discussions quickly turned to what type of school year calendar
would promote the greatest opportunity for student academic
success and a balanced calendar was brought into the equation.
At that time all districts agreed to meet with their communities to
discuss and better understand the possibilities of this potential
new school year schedule.

In late February or early March a formal county wide
phone survey will be conducted in regards to the Balanced
Calendar idea. If you are contacted to take this survey, I ask that
you please take a few moments to answer all questions and share
your thoughts on the potential of this decision.

Finally, to help our students stay focused parents please
make sure students complete their daily homework, are well fed
and get the proper amount of sleep each night. These three
things will greatly enhance yonge c

Wishing each of you a happy
and educationally fulfilling year,

James E. Graham
Napoleon Community Schools
Superintendent

Administration Office/ Main
(517) 536-8667 ph
(517) 536-8006 FAX

NAPOLEON HIGH SCHOOL
(517) 905-5704

NAPOLEON MIDDLE SCHOOL
(517)905-5703

EBY ELEMENTARY
(517) 905-5715

ACKERSON LAKE COMM.
(517) 905-5701

FOR COMPLETE PHONE
LISTINGS AND BUILDING
INFORMATION
GO TO:
www.napoleonschools.org

Vision Statement

The Vision oNCS is to
creat da ya CGuQ
devoid of traditional
barriers of learnjtigat

will allow our learners to
develop skills enabling
them to adapt and succe
in a changing society.

The District will:

Be the center of learning|
for all ages.

Utilize a variety of
methodology meet the
needs of the learners.

Provide an environment
build character, pride an¢
citizenship.

Accept the challenges th
accompany change.
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Napeoeleom High Scheel

Mr. Scott Ashe, C&rincipal/Athletic Director Mr. Patrick Dillon, CéPrincipal

% Student Services Correty julie Roberts

A The Se oisalfoverferdhe Classf®015. The May graduation will be upon us before we know it. Seniors and their parents continue to
scramble for their next steps after high school graduation. dides seniorand parents, with proactive planning and research, you can reduce
your stess level and create a smooth transition to the next learning [Evete are many websites available to helpw.MICollegeGoal.orcand
www.MichiganCAP.oraare just twoexamples.

Another great resource for college and career panning is our very own College and Career Access Center located acrgs$ @dadkson
Crossing Mall. They have tons of information and you can stop in anytime with questions, gathericiietgion as well as find out about
employment related opportunities. Visit their websitevatvw.jacksoncac.org

Also, ACT testing dates are out for students who wanétest Thoseremainingdates are Aprl8 orJun. 13. Our testing day for our currenf'11
graders will be March 3, 20150i1f more information visitvww.ACT.org This year our 1% grade students will also be the first group to take the
new M Step on line statest. The testing window begins April 13 and is open until June 1. NMgrdde students will take four components of
the test: English Language Arts¥#hrs), Mathematics (4hrs), Science (50mins) and Social Studies (50mins). We are curréatly aioa
schedule to facilitate ALL 1M graders through this new testing process.

As you may have heard in the recent news we will be transitioning to the SAT next yedt gpadd testing. For more information visit
www.mi.gov/mdeor www.collegeboard.org

Timeline for Seniors Link up with: www.KnowHow2Go.org

January to May

If you need it, get help completing the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). www.FAFSA.ed.qov For students to get the most out of their financial aid the FAFSA needs to
be filed by March 1, 2015. The longer a student waits the less financial aid they may get.

In January send first trimester transcripts to schools where you applied. Use www.parchment.com to complete this process. In May, you will need to send final transcripts to the college
you will attend.

Visit colleges that have invited you to enroll.
Decide which college to attend, and notify the school of your decision. Most schools like to have a decision by May 1.

Keep track of and observe deadlines for sending in all required fees and paperwork.

Notify schools you will not attend of your decision.

Continue to look for scholarship opportunities. We have many of the local scholarship opportunities available in the Student Services office. Jackson Community Foundation
has several scholarship opportunities. www.jacksoncf.org

Keep track of important financial aid and scholarship deadlines.

Watch the mail for your Student Aid Report (SAR) it should arrive four weeks after the FAFSA is filed.
Compare financial aid packages from different schools.

Sign and send in a promissory note if you are borrowing money.

Notify your college about any outside scholarships you received.

Complete the FAFSA4caster to calculate an estimated financial aid package éifsadcaster.ed.gov
If you have questions or concerns please feel free to contact the Students Services Office @ Napoleon High SchoolonYaxt can ¢
me directly atjulie.Roberts@nap@onschools.orgr via phone 51-B055815
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Napoleen High Scheel

PIRATE BOWLERS SWEPTBOTH BOYS AND GIRLS
CASCADES CONFERENCE
SINGLES TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONSHIPS

Junior Katlyn DeVlaminck won the Girls' Championship by 18 pins
over Ellie Tolbert of Jonesville. She threw a 6 game series of 1106 fo

Complete color a 184 average with games of 166, 173, 177, 20181 & 207.
200cYD BZ Miz Sophomore Paige Kortz also made the all tournament team finishing
can be found on the 10th with a 981 series on games of 137, 172, 197, 176, 113 & 186.
NCS district website Sophomore Michael Collins won the Boys' Championship by three

www.napoleonschools.or@pen pins over Nolan Kinchsular of Grass Lake. He #w a 6 game series
district home page~ of 1177 for a 196 average on the tough Middle of the Road Oil
: Pattern with games of 236, 220, 175, 193, 175 and 178. Junior
Click on ) ) , .
. . Justin Friedel also made the all tournament team placing 5th with a
District Newsletter link located on || ¢ jeg of 1158 with games of 150, 150, 21891, 209 & 242 for a 193

the left average. Freshman Dylan Schroeder had his career high game with
of the page. 200.
Important UDCO”_””quqh jQ’ChOODateS The NHS yearbook staff will need
March 3, 2015 ACT Testing for Juniors- No School for 24-48 hours to check the order when received.
97,10 and 12" grades An announcement will be made no later than
March 12, 2015 Trimester Ends 3/7/15 with information regarding when and
March 13, 2015 No School for Students- Records Day where these yearbooks can be picked up. We
March 30, 2015-April 3, 2015 Spring Break apologize for any inconvenience and sincerely
April 14, 2015 NHS Blood Drive hope that you enjoy the memories of the
April 17, 2015 Half Day (Whole District) 2013-2014 School year.
*»** MARK YOUR CALENDERS *** 29]3 2014
 _~al
A o OT eSS
SOJ\]OY'L‘LQ; et
We are happy to announce that after unforseen circumstances
American Red Cross Blood Drive sponsored by the NHS caused a frustrating delay 2013-2014 Yearbooks will be available
National Honor Society. Students must be 16 and older with Sfar Mare 7th; 2015. THANK YO TGS StUdERts wh helped
. . correct the issues & the families in the community for your
parent permission. Community Members contact Candy patience.
McDevitt at 517 905 5812 to make appt.
OR WAI K INS WFI COMF |

NHS Mission Statement
We, the staff, parents, community and students of Napoleon High School, are committed to providing
an environment conductive to learning and meeting the academic and social needs of all students.
Through our cooperative energies and on  -going evaluations, students will demonstrate knowledge
of basic skills, develop self -esteem, and achieve individual excellence in order to attain their goa
and become productive citizens.



http://www.napoleonschools.org/
https://www.facebook.com/napoleonschools/photos/a.675981132480461.1073741829.663163697095538/776025195809387/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/napoleonschools/photos/a.675981132480461.1073741829.663163697095538/776025195809387/?type=1

Napolcon Middlc School

Mr. Chris Adams, Principal
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My day is pretty busy and filled with all types
of activities from the time | wake up till the
time | go to sleep. It feels like | never stop
moving, thinking, feeling, or learning. |
compl ain some days be
want to deal with the hassles of going to the
place that will shape who | am and who |
become. See, because
weeko | go to school
students go to develop and hone their skills

in math, reading, and writing. But is that ALL

| learn every day? Not even close.

HEI

On a daily basis | am learning how to
become responsible for my own successes
and failures. | am learning how to be a part
of a diverse group of students congregating
in one place. | am figuring out where | fitin. |
am learning to handle social situations that |
have never had to deal with before. |1 am
learning how to juggle school and clubs, and
sport as | have never had to do before.

| am learning how to work with different types
of people as | now move among my work
stations. The first year in this school this felt
odd and strange as | had only had one work
station to be in 90% of the time with one
person. Now | have at least six different
people with six different sets of expectations
and that doesndét even
sure gets confusing sometimes. | get mixed
up sometimes and forget assignments or due
dates, it is hard to stay organized with so
many distractions to deal with. | try to put all
of my stuff in one spot but then | have to deal
with my LOCKER! | struggle sometimes to
get it open because | cram so much stuff into
it.

It sure seems exhaust
day in the life of a Middle School student.

CHALLENGE DAY

The annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. community
breakfast was held at Davis Conference Center in
Jackson on January 16, 2015. This was a great
coming together of 7th grade students in Jackson
County. All Middle Schools of Jackson County
were represented at both Challenge Day and the
celebration breakfast.

NMS was represented by the following students:
Front Row LT R Brandon Mitchell,

Paige Roden, Hunter West
Back Row L-R Mrs. Johnston, Libby VanwWagnen,
Tyler Owen, Mr. Adams, Mackenzie Reason,
Stephanie Moll

AIMSc All Together In Middle School
Parent Group

Thank you to the AIMS group for their continued
contributions to make NMS a great place to be.
Without their dedication, we would not be able to
bring these opportunities to our students. They
recently contributed to the purchase of New Acer
Chromebooks that will be available to our teachers
and students in the classroom. They have also
assisted in the promotion of reading by purchasing
books for our library. The AIMS group meets regularly
the 4™ Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. in the Middle
School library. The group welcomes new members
and volunteers for sponsored activities.



Choose To Be Successful At NMS!
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Napoleon Middle School will be

~

MATH COUNTS

competing in the Jackson Chapter of
the Math Counts Competition on
Friday, February 6 at the Potter
Center on the campus of Jackson
College. The following students will be
representing NMS :

Morgan Boobyer, Ethan Delos Santos,
Nolan Jonas, Luke Olson, Nathan
Phelps, Chloe Roth, Rebekah
Skrzynski, Austin Smith, Tommy
Vincent and Shane Warner. The

Pirate team coach is Mrs. Angie

\Warner, 7 ™ grade math teacher. /

NMS DATES TO REMEMBER:

2" Trimester Ends
March 13, 2015 No School, Records Day
March 16, 2015 3" Trimester Begins

Mar 307 Apr 2, 2015 Spring Break

March 12, 2015

April 6, 2015 School Resumes

April 17, 2015 % Day, Common Planning
May 25, 2015 No School, Memorial Day
June 9, 2015 Last Day of School 2 Day

e

% On Thursday, January 29, 2015 Napoleon

Middle Schobheld its school wide spelling bee. 5 finalist:
from the 6, 7 and 8 grades competed to represent NMS
at the County Wide spelling bee. The finalists were:

6" Grade

Lily Flack, Hugo Gamez, Amelia Jonas, Jessica Nichols,
Madison Taylor

7" Grade

MorganBoobyer, Wyatt Frederick, Stephanie Moll,
Madison Richards, Gage Sanders

8" Grade

Collin Bradley, Caleb Carmoney, Chase Kinard, Hannah
Landon, Seth Woodard

The Champions who will represent NMS on Wednesday
March 18, 2015 at the Western Community Aest€r at
6:00 p.m. are Lily Flack, Stephanie Moll and Chase Kina

We would also like to congratulate Hugo Gamez, Morgai
Boobyer and Caleb Carmoney who will be our alternates

Good Luck PIRATES!!

NMS Mission Statement

Napoleon Middle School is committed to providing a safe and

supportive educationaknvironment for each and every student.
It is our purpose to nurture individual strengths, to develop social

and emotional skills in our emerging adolescents
and to encourageghem to maximize learning.
Formal and informal assessments will be used to rsaee expected
growth in these areas.

The entire community share responsibility with teachers and
students in this educational endeavor, the goal of which is that all
students will become contributing and responsible members of

society.




EZRA EBY ELEMENTARY

Mr. Michel McGonegal, Principal

Winter brings fun, but only if we are
prepared! PLEASE send your child to
school with a warm winter coat,
gloves, hats/scarves, boots & any
other appropriate attire that will
keep your child warm during outdoor

recess.

Nondiscrimination Policy

It is the policy of the Napoleon
Community School District that no
person shall, on the basis of race,
color, religion, national origin or
ancestry, age, sex, marital status of
handicap, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the
benefits of, or be subjected to
discrimination under any program
or activity and in employment as
required by Title VI Civil Rights Act
of 1964; Section 504 Rehabilitation
Act of 1973; Title IX of the
Education Amendment of 1972; or
American Disabilities Act of 1990

February 2015
School Begins School Ends
8:35 a.m. 3:30 p.m.

Our school policy is that you do not drop yaild (ren) off prior
to 8:30 a.m.Cars are not permittea tgo in the same entranc
where buses are loading and/or unloading childiene to the
size of our building, all messages for your child must be left or
Teacherd6s Voice Mail

There will be ABSOLUTELY NO PARKING, STANDING,

OR STOPPING in front of the main entrance. All students that
are being picked up at the end of the school day should ®©xit
THE COURTYARD and we ask that parents walk to the
courtyard from the parking lot to meet thelrild (ren). All cars
need to be parked in parking spacedeytwill be ticketed.At
8:20 a.m. and 3:20 p.m. daily, we put orange cones at the fron
entrance so that no vehicles are allowed to pull in and stop alo
the sidewalk.

We appreciate your cooperation as we continue to try to keep
our children safe.

ILLNESSES

The folowing guidelines should be followed for keeping your child hom
from school. These are the same guidelines school personnel use for
sending students home:

1 Fevertemperature 100° F or oveWe take oral
temperatures on all children who come to the office
stating they do not feel welk-or the safety of all
students and staff and to reduce the spread of illness,
your child should be fever free for 24 hours without
the use of fever reducing medication before returning
to school.

1 Loose bowel movemen®loose bowel movements ever
if there are no other signs of illnesgour child can
return to school when they are no longer having
diarrhea.

1 Vomiting-any vomiting is a reason to send a child hom
or keep a child homeYour child can return to school
when ther vomiting has resolved.

1 Rashany illness with a rash should be checked by you
health care providerReturning to school will depend on
the cause of the rash.

I Excessive coughing and constantly running nddany
viruses are spread through oral (mowthyl nasal (nose)
secretions.




EZRA EBY ELEMENTARY cont.

Ways a Parent Can Help with

READING

Let your child
see you reading!

Have magazines and
books in your home.

Movie version :

coming out?

Read the book
together first,
then talk about
which you each
liked better.

Encourage your
child to write -

letters, thank you
notes, emails,
journals, lists, stories
about their own trips,
events, and daily life

Ask your child

to draw a comic
strip about what
happens in the story.

Provide word searches,
crossword and other
word games and
puzzles, or help your
child make his/her own

Help your child
find appropriate
word & reading games
on the computer.

Read mysteries
with your child
and try to figure
out the clues
together.

Keep a dictionary on
hand. Help your child
look up new words
they read or hear.

Visit your
public library
regularly.

Set aside a
time and place for
your child to read -
Look for and read
together the books
that were your
favorites when you
were a kid.

like a comfy chair
and a reading light
in a quiet place

Ask your child questions about what
he or she is reading, such as:

- What is the story about?
- Who are the important characters in the story?
- Where does the story take place?
- Why do you think the character made that choice?
- Why did that happen?
- How did you know about...2
- Would you recommend this
book to your friends?

Share with your child

about what you’re reading...
and encourage your child to do the same

Important Upcoming Eby Dates

Feb 26" 2™ grade Red/Wh/Blue Program
Feb 27" Hats On and Sunglasses Day for ACS
March 117/ 12" Parent Teacher Conf
March 13" No School Students
March 17" Eby PTO Mtg
March 20™ Eby Carnival/ Silent Auction
March 24™ Eby Circus
March 27" Hats On and Sunglasses Day for ACS
March 30™- April 3" Spring Break

Kindergarten
REGISTRATION

p

Ezra Eby Elementary is having open

enrollment for Kindergarten registration.

School of Choice students may also register
at this time.

Parents need to furnish a CERTIFIED Birth

Certificate, physical form, vision screening, two proofs

of residency, and record of immunizations. PLEASE
COME IN TO FILL OUT REGISTRATION PAPERWORK
WITH AS MUCH OF THE ABOVE PAPERWORK AS
POSSIBLE.

Ezra Eby Elementary will be offering the following
programs again in the 2015/2016 school year:

Traditional Kindergarten
Friday
Young Fives program (limited number of
spaces) -Full days, Monday  -Friday

-Full days, Monday -

Chil dren must be 5 years old by September 1, 2015
or if signing a waiver -5 years old by December 1, 2015
to enroll in Kinder garten. An orientation will be

scheduled for you and your child in May. Please call
Eby Elementary if you have any questions at 517
5715.

-905 -

Ezra Eby Mission Statement

We, the Elementary Staff of Napoleon Community Schools, believe that
all students can learn. We are committed to being prepared for all students

who enter our building. Students will be provided with a positive le

arning

environment designed to foster academic and social growth. Individual
achievement will be measured through formal and informal assessment.
We accept the responsibility to educate our students to become

productive learners and contributing members of

our school community.



Ackerson Lake

Information

UPCOMING COMMUNITY CLASSES

Dog Obedienceith Donna Acton 6:3@ 7:30 pm,
$95.00, next class begiriebruary 24 & 25th
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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Ackerson Lake Community
High School in partnership with the
community is to provide an opportunity to
earn a high school diploma, develop person
responsibility withina  safe, structured,
businesslike educational environment.

Student Harassment Policy
Harassment of a student(s) by other students or any
member of the staff is contrary to the Board of
9RdzOF A2y Qa O2YYAGYSyl
psychologically safe environment in which to learn and
may be in violation of federal or state law. Anyone
found to have violated this policy and/or the Code of
Conduct shall be subject to disciplinary action up to and
including suspension or expulsion from the district.

HOMELESS ACT PROVIDES FOR STUDENTS IN NEED
In these tough economic times, the needs of our school corr
are great than ever. The passage of the M¢Kiriodyomeless
Assistance Act allows us to provide assistance$oaridmili
students dealing with homelessness. This assistance could
form of transportation to and from school, free meals, acade
field trip and other school fees paid and so on.
A student is considered homeless if one of the follgwiieg ést¢
met:

1 Living on the street or in a car or abandoned building, ect
1 Living in a shelter such asfaitaror AWARE
1 Children placed in foster care are considered homeless fc
6 mo. They are in the system
1 Doublingp Children and immeelimmily who moved in with
another family or relative
1 Hotel, Motgbeople who live in welfare sponsored rooms ol
in a hotel/motel.
If you know a faniilyour distrititat might qualify according to the
guidelines, please contact your scho@lapnan3onia Beardgre district
Homeless Liais Coordinator at (517)508)

PIRATE COVE CHILDCARE &
PRESCHOOL INFORMATION

Our childcare and preschool programs offer a
wide range of services t
needs. We are a state licensed facility that

provides a childcare and preschool before school
hours as well as after school care.

We currently have openings in our childcare for
children of all ages. Ackerson Lake offers
childcare for children ages 1 -12 years of age and
is open year round. During the summer, we offer
many opportunities for the children. School aged
children, enrolled in the latchkey room, are able

to participate in fieldtrips throughout the

summer months. We prove onsite opportunities

for the younger aged children as well.

We offer half day tuition based preschool for 3
and 4 year olds. We als o offer a half day GSRP
program for 4 year olds. This is state funded and
FREE to those who meet the requirements. Our
2014-2015 preschool enrollments will start in
April 2014 for all preschool classes. Mark your
calendars!

For more information about our childcare or

preschool, call us at 517 905 5701.




BOTTLE/ CAN DRIVE TO

A HELP RAISE FUNDS
FOR OUR FIRST

ACKERSON LAKE PROM

X Y e yo ) Ascyo WHEN: MARCH 14, 2015
- 5 heh 10am-2pm
real life ecipe you are Blplorsie WHERE: ACKERSON LAKE HIGH
B ool SCHOOL
4126 BROOKLYN RD
@Y When heiping &P Help yo © **DROP OFF OR WE WILL
RO or EanhG child find some NSRS PICK UP- PLEASE CONTACT STACY
hirn or her to expla number and b bt PILARSKI s
S Ha orshe o problem-solving e tterns @ 517 905 5858
0 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!!
1 > 9

o\ A\
EZRA EBY ELEMENTARY
SPRING CARNVIAL
O O ) O
0 FRIDAY, MARCH 20™, 2015

5:30 PM-8:00 PM

2
THANK YOU k g

BONNI E6GS NAPOLER®W
& CORRIGAN OIL COMPANY |
They c ontinue to proudly sponsor

Napoleon Community Schools by
donating a portion of ALL FUEL SALES to

NCS Athletic & Band Programs!
Support our PIRATES ~S  top In & Fill Up
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Traci Johnson, Board President 51536-4884,tljiohnson@cmsenergy.com
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SCHEDULED BOARD MEETINGS

February 23, 2015
March 9, 2015
March 23, 2015
April 13, 2015
May 11, 2015
May 26, 2015
June 8, 2015
June 22, 2015
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